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“Of special recognition is Amnesty International’s approach to Banned 
Books Week, said Immroth Award Chair Charles Kratz. Rather than focusing 
on book censorship, per se, Amnesty International’s approach focused on 
the logical consequences that would follow when governments are 
allowed to censor. Beyond the removal or burning of books comes the 
removal and physical harm to authors, journalists and others.

To some degree it could be said that American Library Association Banned Books Week programming 
focuses on the book and Amnesty International focuses on the people.





https://www.amnestyusa.org/campaigns/banned-books/bbw2023/





Amnesty International creates 
case sheets and related 

materials suitable for display in 
libraries.

~~~~~~~

Toolkits are also created and 
available on the website with 
sections on how libraries and 
bookstores can get involved.



Introduction to 
Abdurakhman Pasha 
by Ubulhäsän 
Muhämmät on Vimeo

https://www.musicofcentralasia.org/Tracks/Chapter/24

Filmed by 
scholar and 
ethnographer, 
Rahile Dawut.





US Department of State Sept 29, 2023:
"We condemn the reported life sentence 
handed down by the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
following secret court proceedings of 
Professor Rahile Dawut, an anthropologist 
and expert on Uyghur folklore and 
traditions."
"Professor Dawut and other Uyghur 
intellectuals, including Ilham Tohti, have 
been unjustly imprisoned for their work to 
protect and preserve Uyghur culture and 
traditions. Professor Dawut’s life sentence 
is part of an apparent broader effort by the 
PRC to eradicate Uyghur identity and 
culture and undermine academic freedom, 
including through the use of detentions 
and disappearances."







Toomaj Salehi - Hip-hop musician sentenced to 6 years in prison and ban on his 
artistic activities in light of his music, videos, and posts on social media.

-- Amnesty International

Video with English 
subtitles:

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=CSUIw
bRI0Jo 



https://www.amnestyusa.org/campaigns/banned-books/bbw2023/



Supporting 
Youth 

Programming



International human rights documents & 
law that promote freedom of expression?

… and, especially, Article 19 the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
a legally binding treaty.



International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
Signed 1966; Came into Effect 1976; Signed by US 1977; Ratified (with reservations) by US 1992

Article 19 of the ICCPR provides that:

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 
shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and 
ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in 
print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.



Amnesty International (AI) applies the human 
rights framework in their work. 

During Banned Books Week, AI language 
includes reference to human rights principles, 
international laws, and standards. For example:

● Government’s obligation to protect and 
fulfill the right to freedom of expression;

● All persons who have been vested with 
state authority … are responsible for 
supporting the realization of these rights 
for all people;

● Under human rights law, governments 
have obligations to set a framework for 
conduct that enables people’s enjoyment 
of their rights;

● … deny equal access to all, jeopardizing 
community members’ right to education 
and right to health …

● Reports mirror serious challenges to 
freedom of expression found in 
authoritarian regimes elsewhere in the 
world;

● States must respect, protect and fulfill 
the right to free expression by not 
interfering with it as well as take active 
steps to ensure people can enjoy this 
right.

Widespread efforts throughout the U.S. that permit state and municipal-sponsored 
censorship through book bans on content related to race, gender, sexuality, and 
LGBTQIA+ subject matter restrict the right to freedom of expression. They also deny 
equal access to all, jeopardizing community members’ right to education and right to 
health, among other rights.

Removing and banning books from public libraries is a slippery slope to government 
censorship and erodes the U.S. government’s obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the 
right to freedom of expression.

States must respect, protect and fulfill the right to free expression by not interfering with it 
as well as take active steps to ensure people can enjoy this right. The right to freedom of 
expression is violated whenever a government limits the freedom of individuals to hold 
opinions or to seek, receive, or impart information. 

Under human rights law, governments have obligations to set a framework for conduct 
that enables people's enjoyment of their rights. All persons who have been vested with 
state authority for certain tasks such as public administration are responsible for 
supporting the realization of these rights for all people. 

Amnesty International is concerned about the targeting of librarians and teachers in light 
of the publications they use to support their professional responsibilities, including 
elevated incidents of threats & harassment as well as police reports filed against library 
staff regarding books available for circulation. These reports mirror serious challenges to 
freedom of expression found in authoritarian regimes elsewhere in the world.

According to data from the Office for Intellectual Freedom tracked in 2022, there were 41 
reported incidents of threats and or harassment, and 25 police reports filed against library 
staff regarding books available for circulation. 



https://www.amnestyusa.org/campaigns/banned-books/bbw2023/

Encourage libraries across Arizona to 
participate with Amnesty International 

Banned Books Week Programming.
--------

Encourage partnership between Arizona 
Libraries and local Amnesty International 

or other community groups.  

Amnesty International Animation - 6 Focus Cases 2023 (2 min)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fawb0MwtwhqMfeDm_eSQSyb0L0UVZoj2/view?resourcekey



Amplifying Voices

Abdukadir Jalalidin
Amnesty International USA

Banned Books Focus Case 2023

In this forgotten place I have no lover’s touch
Each night brings darker dreams, I have no amulet
My life is all I ask, I have no other thirst
These silent thoughts torment, I have no way to hope

Who I once was, what I’ve become, I cannot know
Who could I tell my heart’s desires, I cannot say
My love, the temper of the fates I cannot guess
I long to go to you, I have no strength to move

Through cracks and crevices I’ve watched the seasons change
For news of you I’ve looked in vain to buds and flowers
To the marrow of my bones I’ve ached to be with you
What road led here, why do I have no road back home

Translation by Joshua L. Freeman
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/23/opinion/uighur-poetry-xinjiang-china.html

No Road Back Home
by Abdukadir Jalalidin

Composition by Thomas Osborne
https://thomas-osborne.com/music/works/no-road-back-home/



Contact / Get Involved:

Amnesty International USA Banned Books Week
https://www.amnestyusa.org/campaigns/banned-books/
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Senior Director, Individuals at Risk Member Engagement and Human Rights Education
Amnesty International USA
CGabriel@aiusa.org

Michelle Gohr
Amnesty International USA
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agohr@prescottvalley-az.gov
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